of the reported cases seem to be associated with menstruation, but other associations include surgical incisions,23 bums,4 nasal packing,' abscesses, a postinfluenza syndrome, and parturition.6 There is only one reported case associated with minor dermatological surgery and that was from the United States in 1987. 7 We report a fatal case of toxic shock syndrome in a 14 year old girl associated with minor day case dermatological surgery.
Case report A 14 year old previously healthy white girl was admitted to the children's ward with an 18 hour history of severe watery diarrhoea, lower abdominal pain, myalgia, and headache. She had become very ill rapidly. Twenty four hours before admission she had had a transitional mole removed from her back under local anaesthesia in the outpatient department. The elective removal had been advised as the mole had been bleeding. There was no sign of infection in the wound. The diagnosis was complicated as four days earlier a 14 year old boy from the same school had collapsed and died after a short illness of severe diarrhoea, which proved to be due to a fatal Salmonella enteritidis infection.
On admission she was extremely ill with a high fever, 39 2°C, peripheral cyanosis, and an unrecordable blood pressure. At that stage the abdomen was soft. Resuscitation was started with crystalloid fluid, but it proved extremely difficult to raise the blood pressure to normal. She remained feverish over the next 14 hours with cold peripheries and an arterial blood pressure of 90/50 mm Hg. By 14 hours after admission the platelet count had fallen from 209 to 134 x 10'/l, the blood urea concentration had risen to 16-2 mmol/l, and the creatinine concentration from 392 to 418 ,umol/l. There was an increase in prothrombin time to 19 seconds and a measurable level of fibrin-fibrinogen degradation products (4 mg/l). Although attention has been focused on the risks of tampon use, in the United Kingdom there appears to be an equally important incidence of toxic shock syndrome associated with surgical procedures. The risks of this condition after elective minor surgery under local anaesthesia have probably not been appreciated. Although a rare complication of minor surgery, the toxic shock syndrome may be diagnosed by the classical presentation of severe diarrhoea, rapid progression to a shock-like state, and development BMJ voLuME 306 of a fine macular rash within hours of the surgical procedure. Prompt antibiotic treatment, aggressive resuscitation, and debridement of the surgical wound, no matter how clean it may appear on the surface, is essential for successful management. 6 The absence of accurate figures points to a need for this condition to be notifiable, to allow its epidemiology to be defined. In 1978 Martin and Donald Acheson published their report on the ill effects of asbestos on health. It was a tribute to Martin's balanced approach to difficult and contentious issues-a balance that made him much in demand to serve on committees. He rapidly became an expert on control limits for industrial hazards.
Martin gave time to the scouts, schools, and other local activities. As a schoolboy he had been an exceptional athlete, and sport was a major hobby throughout his life. He and his wife, Linda, had three children.
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